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The OECD Observer online archive takes you on a journey through half a century of public policy and world progress.

Since November 1962, the OECD’s experts and leading guests offer insights on the questions facing our member countries with concise and authoritative analysis, and provide our audiences with an excellent opportunity to understand policy debates and consider solutions.

Each edition of the OECD Observer reports on a core theme of the OECD’s on-going work, from economics and society through governance, finance, and the environment, and articles are bolstered by tables and graphs.
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Better Policies for Better Lives








What is the state of world economy as we enter 2011? How has the worst economic crisis in our lifetimes affected the future? What must be done to build a stronger, cleaner and fairer world?  

As the OECD marks its 50th anniversary, world leaders and top representatives from business, labour and civil society join OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría and OECD experts to examine today’s pressing issues in this inaugural OECD Yearbook 2011: 

	How should global governance adapt to shifting wealth?
	How can we restore public finances and achieve sustainable growth? 
	What must be done to improve skills and cut unemployment? 
	How can we rebuild public trust in our economies and institutions? 
	What sources of growth can best build a cleaner, more prosperous future? 
	How can development be better promoted in the new global context?  


In our special Leaders’ Forum, France’s President Nicolas Sarkozy, Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan, Chile’s President Sebastián Piñera and Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orbán pay tribute to the OECD’s achievements over the past 50 years and lay out their vision for the organisation’s expanding role in addressing global challenges.  

The OECD’s original mission, to develop the best public policies to improve people’s lives the world over, is as relevant today as it was 50 years ago. As a fragile recovery gets under way, the anniversary OECD Yearbook 2011 offers a timely opportunity to examine where we stand and assess solutions for the way ahead.
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